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RED CROSS WORK 

*¥¥ 

IN CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 

Chairman of National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

At a meeting of the Central Committee of the American Eed Cross 
held on Monday, December 5, 1910, the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, " That each state or territorial nurses' association organized 
for the enrolment of Eed Cross nurses be admitted to membership in the 
American Eed Cross with the right to send a delegate to the annual 
meeting." 

In accordance with the above resolution the following state nurses' 
associations were formally admitted to membership in the American Eed 
Cross : California, District of Columbia, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, New 
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennes- 
see, West Virginia, Wisconsin. 

The annual meeting of the Eed Cross on Tuesday, December 6, 1910, 
was most interesting and even to one familiar with the work the extent 
of Eed Cross activities, as outlined in the annual report, was a distinct 
surprise. 

The Eed Cross in this country is fast taking its place as the organ of 
relief in time of disaster, and may justly feel proud of what it has accom- 
plished during the past year. 

As an account of the Eed Cross meeting has been promised by the 
delegate from New York we will confine this report more especially to 
the activities of the committees on Eed Cross Nursing Service. The im- 
portance with which this work is considered is shown by the official report 
of Surgeon-General George H. Torney, chairman of the War Belief 
Board, which was read at the annual meeting and from which we quote 
the following: 

"Probably the most important accomplishment of the War Belief 
Board during the year has been the organization of two departments, 
the First Aid Department and the Nursing Department. It was realized 
that the importance of these two classes of work had become so great 
and demanded such close supervision that it was essential that two de- 
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partments be created. The wisdom of this decision has been proved by 
the outcome. The work of the First Aid Department and of the Nursing 
Department will be described by their respective chairmen. I feel, how- 
ever, that I can allude to the importance of the work of these departments 
with more grace than can these chairmen." 

I also take the liberty of quoting the following reference to our work 
from a paper read at the annual meeting by Mrs. Anna Laws, secretary 
of the Cincinnati Eed Cross Chapter: 

" In comparing the various lines of helpfulness outlined in the policy 
of the Eed Cross perhaps no two factors stand out more prominently as 
meeting the greatest need of the greatest number than the ones designated 
the ' First Aid ' and ' Nursing ' Departments. The Eed Cross has 
now its National Committee on Nursing Service, appointed by the War 
Belief Board, and in placing the responsibility of the selection of nurses 
upon well-established nursing organizations in the various states, the 
title, ' American Eed Cross Nurse,' will soon, as has been said, carry 
with it a prestige not to be lightly regarded." 

Besides members of the national committee it was most gratifying to 
have with us delegates from New York, Ohio, and Illinois, as well as 
from the District of Columbia. Various state and local committees pre- 
sented reports which showed a very general interest in Eed Cross work 
and an earnest desire to co-operate. 

We regret that lack of space prevents the giving of these reports in 
full, but may mention that Miss Bldredge, chairman of the Illinois state 
committee, reports the formation of nine local committees, and the enrol- 
ment of nurses already begun; Miss Moselle Eichie, chairman of the 
California state committee, reports local committees in three counties 
and hopes for several more in the near future ; Miss Eobinson, chairman 
of the Chicago local committee, reports that: "Much individual work 
has been done by several members of the committee, and something has 
also been accomplished through the various associations. Papers have 
been read before the nurses of the Hound Table ' and several alumnae 
associations. The work has also been presented in briefer form and by 
reports to the superintendents' associations, and to the executive commit- 
tee of the state association. The report closes with the following 
paragraph : 

" ' This is the only way by which we can assure ourselves of efficient 
and worthy representation in time of war or sudden emergencies, and 
surely it behooves us all to help with so simple, and yet so essential, a 
safeguarding of our professional integrity.' " 
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Mrs. Stevenson, secretary of the New York state committee, reports 
the formation of four local committees, and says : " The work of the New 
York state committee will now be centred in an effort to establish other 
local committees and we hope soon to report favorable progress in this 
direction." 

Mrs. Schenck, chairman of the Manhattan (New York) local commit- 
tee, says : " Our local committee is well organized and consists of ten 
members. We are holding regular monthly meetings and are quite pre- 
pared to meet any emergency which may arise." 

Mrs. Hartridge, chairman of the Georgia state committee, reports 
that, in addition to the work already completed, an effort is being made 
to form local committees in Savannah and Atlanta. 

Miss McNichols, secretary of the North Carolina state committee, 
reports a recent meeting to perfect plans for the organization of local 
committees in her state. 

Miss Emma M. Nichols, a member of the national committee and of 
the Massachusetts state committee, who had hoped until the last moment 
to attend the meeting, was unable to be present and sent only a brief 
report; but that Massachusetts is at work is proven by the fact that 
between thirty and forty application papers from the Boston local com- 
mittee have been received during the past month. 

Mrs. H. C. Lounsbery, member of the national committee and chair- 
man of the West Virginia state and local committees, reports organization 
complete and the work of enrolment begun. 

Miss Anna C. Greenlees, chairman of the District of Columbia com- 
mittee, reports eighty-four enrolled nurses in the District; and that the 
Central Eegistry for Nurses, in charge of Miss M. E. P. Davis, has been 
appointed as headquarters. 

Miss Margaret A. Pepoon, a member of the national committee, and 
in charge of the organization in the south-west, reports progress in Cali- 
fornia and Utah, and a desire on the part of Arizona nurses to form a 
state association with the intention of taking up Eed Cross work later. 

On Tuesday evening a most enjoyable reception was given by Miss 
Boardman, and the nurses present had the opportunity of meeting the 
President and receiving from him the assurance of his deep interest in 
our work. 

A joint meeting of delegates from state nurses' associations and mem- 
bers of the National Committee on Eed Cross Nursing Service was held 
Wednesday morning at the State, War and Navy Building, Washington. 
Many valuable suggestions were made by the delegates who had had prac- 
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tical experience in the application of the rules governing the nursing ser- 
vice of the Eed Cross. Several suggested changes were adopted and will 
be published later in full. It was decided to amend the rule concerning 
local committees so that the appointment of members from local Eed 
Cross chapters need not be obligatory, as the organization of local com- 
mittees has, in many instances, been hampered by delay in securing 
two Eed Cross members. 

Since some of our nurses can be relied upon only for organization 
work, and realizing the importance of this, either in time of peace or in 
the event of war, it was resolved, " That all nurses, members of Eed 
Cross committees, be asked to enrol, even though unable to respond to a 
call for active service." 

When in Manila the chairman of the national committee, suggested 
a public meeting which all nurses were invited to attend, and urged upon 
them the necessity of a local organization. No official report has as yet 
been received, but she has been informed that they have effected an 
organization with more than forty charter members. If admitted to 
membership in our national society, this organization will take up the 
enrolment of Eed Cross nurses in the Philippines. 

Arrangements were also made by wireless for a meeting of nurses in 
Honolulu. Much interest in nursing affairs was manifested and a wish 
expressed to unite with our great nursing organization and to co-operate 
in its activities. 

After leaving the Philippines the chairman of the national committee 
spent some time in Japan studying the conditions of the Japanese Eed 
Cross Nursing Service and visiting the Eed Cross Hospital in Tokio, 
where the majority of Japanese Eed Cross nurses are trained. 

The chairman of the national committee wishes to express her keen 
appreciation of the splendid work done by the various members of com- 
mittees during her absence in the Philippines in carrying on the details 
of organization during the summer. 

We are now entering upon the second year of a work more far-reaching 
in its scope than any hitherto undertaken by nurses. We may sometimes 
differ as to details; sometimes find cause for discouragement, and some 
may even wonder if all this effort is worth while, but in all the activities 
of the Eed Cross there will be need of womanly tenderness and skill. 
Shall we as nurses bear no part? If at times the need for our service 
seems remote, let us always remember : " They also serve who only stand 
and wait." 

Jane A. Delano. 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING AMERICAN RED CROSS 

The sixth, annual meeting of the American Eed Cross was held at 
Continental Memorial Hall, Washington, D. C. (by courtesy of Daughters 
of the American .Eevolution), on Tuesday, December 6, 1910. 

Major-General George W. Davis, U.SA., chairman of the central 
committee, presided at the general morning session. The first business 
was calling the roll of the various chapters throughout the states, after 
which several interesting papers were read as follows: 

" Public First Aid Stations," by Mrs. Theodora North McLaughlin, 
secretary of the District of Columbia chapter. These stations are per- 
manently established at points remote from hospital ambulance service 
as in the public parks where there is no telephone connection, or in large 
offices where there is an unusually large demand for first aid treatment, 
as in the Census Building, etc. 

The paper " Special Activities in the Canal Zone," by Major C. A. 
Devol, chairman of the Canal Zone chapter, was read by Miss Boardman. 

" The Eed Cross Christmas Seal as a Factor in Co-ordinating Social 
Agencies," a paper by Miss Annie Laws, secretary of the Cincinnati 
chapter, was of special interest to nurses and a copy of it in full is 
attached to this report. [Omitted for lack of space. — Ed.] 

"First Aid Work Among the Police of Cleveland," by Dr. George 
W. Crile, chairman of the Cleveland chapter, described a work of far- 
reaching usefulness and peculiarly appropriate for the Eed Cross in time 
of peace. 

" The Duties and Opportunities of an Institutional Member of the 
Eed Cross," by Sherman C. Kingsley, superintendent United Charities, 
Chicago, was read by Mr. B. P. Bicknell, and showed the value of concen- 
trated effort under the direction of specially trained workers in emergency 
relief work. 

The last paper of the morning session was a report on the Christmas 
Seals, by Mr. Charles L. Magee. This report made special mention of 
the work of the nurses in the sale of the seals. He said in part, " Not- 
withstanding that a few agents had a slightly greater percentage of sales, 
first place rightly belongs to Portland, Oregon, the Visiting Nurses' Asso- 
ciation of that city having sold 913,586 stamps out of 1,000,000. This 
agent also sold a greater number of the Eed Cross souvenir postal cards 
than any other agent. Out of 15,500 received by this agent 14,150 
were sold." 

A general discussion on the sale of the seals followed. Mr. James 
Jenkins, Jr., delegate from the Brooklyn chapter, asked for information 
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in regard to the use of the nurses' uniform and the use of the Bed Cross 
brassard in the stamp sale. Miss Boardman asked Miss A. C. Maxwell, 
of New York City, and member of the national committee on nursing 
service, to speak on behalf of the nurses. 

Miss Maxwell said that the Eed Cross was anxious to protect the 
emblem and unwilling to have it used promiscuously, our understanding 
being that the brassard has to be worn when under orders in " active 
service for war or relief," and that nurses had the same feeling about 
their uniform which they regarded as the emblem of their profession. 

Mrs. Charles G. Stevenson, delegate from New York State Nurses' 
Association, moved that " agents selling the seals shall be asked to wear 
a white brassard bearing the tuberculosis cross." This motion was not 
seconded, but aroused considerable discussion about the use of the 
brassard. Mr. De Forest said the Eed Cross might prohibit the use of 
its own insignia but with this exception would have no authority to direct 
other organizations as to what emblem they should use. A delegate from 
Massachusetts said that she thought the more the Eed Cross was used 
the better. Mrs. Stevenson mentioned an incident in the Hudson-Fulton 
Belief Work when a hospital corps man, U. S. A., said that in the army 
the wearing of this arm badge was prohibited except in time of war. 
Miss Boardman stated that it was true that in time of war the Eed Cross 
could not use this brassard without permission from the army authorities, 
but that in time of peace the Eed Cross could use it whenever and wher- 
ever they saw fit. Judge Stockbridge, Maryland delegate, said that the 
use of the Eed Cross should be restricted, as at the present time to the 
general public it was merely an " advertising medium to recommend 
everything from hairpins to shoes, and all that went in between," but he 
thought that the Eed Cross stamps should not be sold under the insignia 
of other organizations. 

A motion was then made by Miss Boardman that the Eed Cross should 
prohibit the use of the Eed Cross brassard in the sale of the Christmas 
seals. This motion was seconded and carried, with the understanding 
that agents selling the seals might make use of the red cross in other 
ways to aid in the sale. 

There was a lengthy discussion as to the post-office regulations con- 
cerning the use of the seal on the front of first-class mail, after which the 
meeting adjourned. 

Luncheon was served in the building and the general afternoon session 
was called to order at 2.15 p.m., by Mr. De Forest, vice-president of the 
Eed Cross. 

The roll of the Board of Incorporators was read, after which the regu- 
lar order of business was suspended and the election of officers and of 



The Red Cross 281 

the board of trustees took place as follows: President Taft, president; 
Eobert W. De Forest, vice-president; Charles L. Magee, secretary; A. 
Piatt Andrew, assistant secretary of the treasury, treasurer; and Frederic 
W. Lehmann, of St. Louis, whose nomination as solicitor-general went 
to the Senate, December 6th, counsellor. The trustees elected are Secre- 
tary of the Treasury MacVeagh, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
Andrew, Secretary to the President Charles D. Norton, Jacob H. Sehiff, 
Charles C. Glover, Henry L. Higginson, H. P. Davidson, Cyrus H. Mc- 
Cormick, and Charles T. BelL 

At this point President Taft, accompanied by Capt. Butt, entered the 
hall and took the chair. 

The reports of officers followed. Major-General Davis read a detailed 
report of the work of the central committee for the past year, which was 
followed by the report of the treasurer, Mr. Charles D. Norton. 

President Taft then made a brief address in which he expressed his 
" hearty and sincere congratulations on the progress that the Eed Cross 
has made." Speaking of the need of a large endowment fund, President 
Taft said, " The opportunity to give quickly and to be the first on the 
ground is what makes this association more useful than any other, not 
only in the United States, but everywhere on this round globe." 

The report of the War Eelief Board was given by Brig.-Gen. G. H. 
Torney. Major Charles Lynch read the report of the committee on first 
aid. Miss Jane Delano read the report of the committee on nursing 
service. 

The report of the National Belief Board was given by Mr. E. P. 
Bicknell, the national director. His report covered relief work in the 
Cherry, 111., mine disaster; Mulga, Ala., mine disaster; Palos, Ala., mine 
disaster; forest fires Idaho, Montana, Washington; and forest fires Min- 
nesota. There has been no call for Bed Cross nursing service in con- 
nection with this relief work. 

Minister Calvo, of Costa Eica, delivered the thanks and gratitude of 
his country to the Eed Cross for relief work done there during the year. 

The work of the International Eelief Board was reviewed by Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy Beekman Winthrop, accounts being given of the 
work done at Bluefields, Nicaragua, and in America. 

Miss Boardman then offered resolutions concerning the death of 
M. Henri Dunant, the founder of the Eed Cross, and M. Moynier, from 
its organization in 1864 president of the International Eed Cross Com- 
mittee of Geneva. 

Miss A. C. Maxwell then offered the resolution following concerning 
the death of Miss Florence Nightingale, whose work in the Crimea was 
the first inspiration for the Eed Cross. The meeting then adjourned. 



282 The American Journal of Nursing 

In the evening a delightful reception was held at the home of Miss 
Mabel Boardman. President Taft attended, accompanied by Captain 
Butt; Justice Hughes, Assistant Secretary of the Navy Beekman Win- 
throp, and Major Charles Lynch were among those present. 

The following members of the National Committee on Eed Cross 
Nursing Service were present at both sessions of the annual meeting: 
Miss J. Delano, Miss G. M. Nevins, Miss A. C. Maxwell, and Mrs. F. Tice. 

Article I of the By-laws of the Red Cross recognizes as members of 
the board of incorporators (see Sec. 9) the delegates of state and terri- 
torial societies of nurses to the annual meeting. 

The states represented at the annual meeting were District of Colum- 
bia, Miss Taylor; Ohio, Miss E. Gladwin and Miss Johnson, of the 
Visiting Nurses' Association, Cleveland ; Illinois, Mrs. F. Tice ; and New 
York State, Mrs. Charles G. Stevenson. These state delegates were in- 
vited to meet the members of the national committee in Miss Delano's 
office, State, War and Navy Building, on Wednesday morning for an infor- 
mal conference. Many interesting questions were discussed and referred to 
the national committee for action. As conditions differ in each state, 
the attendance of state delegates is a matter of great importance to those 
interested in furthering Bed Cross work ; and the question raised at this 
annual meeting as to when and where the nurse's uniform should be used 
is a matter to which all nurses may well give careful thought. 

Mrs. Charles G. Stevenson, 
1316 85th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, DEC. 6, 1910. 

Whereas, The public press has chronicled the death of Miss Florence 
Nightingale, of London, England; a most lamentable event terminating 
a long career of unselfish devotion to suffering humanity after she had 
laid the foundations of an organization consecrated to the relief of the 
misery that is inseparable from war, therefore, 

Be It Resolved, That the General Board of the American Bed Cross 
in annual meeting assembled makes formal assurance of our pain 
and sorrow that this most notable humanitarian character in history, 
of world-wide renown, is removed from further effort in aid of the 
wounded and helpless and will no longer grace by her presence the meet- 
ings of the Eed Cross and aid by her counsels those who are carrying on 
the beneficent and noble ends she sought to secure and did so much 
to attain. 

Be It Further Resolved, That the secretary be instructed to transmit 
a copy of this preamble and resolution to the family of the deceased. 



